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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

March 29, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the virtual meeting to order at 5:00 pm on March 29, 2021. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-Board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chairperson 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Summer Scott, Member 
Frosty Merriott, Member 
Jim Kirschvink, Member 
Scott Mills, Member 
Genevieve Villamizar, Member (Late) 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to approve Environmental Board meeting minutes from the 
February 2021 meeting.  Jim seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved with 
Summer Scott abstaining. 
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
Colin announced that plaques for ten trees have been ordered by Mike Callas, the Town of 
Carbondale arborist, at a cost of $540.00.  Nate will work on a map that will show the 
location of the trees in Sopris Park.  Pat suggested using the ¼ sheet advertising space in 
the Sopris Sun for a public service announcement about the plaques.   
 
DANDELION DAYS SPONSORSHIP  
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD BOOTH AT DANDELION DAYS 
Colin announced that Dandelion Days has been scheduled for Saturday, May 8th.  Natalie 
has been working hard to organize the event and has inquired about a financial 
sponsorship from the EBoard.  Colin noted that the EBoard historically organized or 
sponsored the event and when it was transferred Carbondale Arts, it was with the 
expectation that the EBoard would continue to assist with content and a financial 
sponsorship. 
 
Natalie added that the event budget is going to plan and noted that with a $1,000.00 
“Dandelion Champion” sponsorship, the organization’s logo will be included on the back of 
the event t-shirt.  Holy Cross is currently the only Dandelion Champion sponsor.  In terms 
of event planning, Natalie noted that: 

• Last year’s artwork will be used for this year’s t-shirt design, 
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• The Beer Tent will be doubled in size, 
• There will not be a parade, but there will be a drum circle and three musicians, 
• The food area may need to be fenced off, so there may be a need for volunteers to 

help with flow and enforcing the social distancing protocols, 
• At the current Blue Level on the Covid dial, outdoor events can host up to 250 

people so there isn’t currently a plan to limit the entrance and exit.  All attendees 
will be asked to wear a mask, 

• Vendors will be spaced six feet apart and they will be required to wear masks and 
have hand sanitizer stations.  There is space for 40 vendors, and Natalie informed 
the group that 30 vendors are currently registered. 

• The vendors will be able to set up between 7 and 10 am and while the event closes 
at 5 pm, vendors are usually packing up by 4 pm.  

 
Pat asked how the EBoard will be involved this year.  Natalie responded that there will be 
two tents—the t-shirt tent and the Eboard tent and volunteers will be needed to man both.  
She was thinking that providing some education on the uses for dandelions might be a 
good option for the EBoard tent. 
 
Natalie asked if the EBoard members had a color preference for the t-shirts and noted that 
there has been a preference for the earthy maroon color. 
 
Scott suggested browns and earth-tone greens.  He also suggested reviewing the colors 
and sizes leftover from 2019 to ensure there are enough popular sizes. 
 
Natalie responded that she has a quote of $900 for between 80 and 90 t-shirts in three 
different colors. 
 
Sandy asked if the 250 people includes the vendors and volunteers. 
 
Natalie indicated that the 250 count is for attendees and pointed out the need for 
volunteers to help disburse the crowds, if needed.  She added that KDNK will be manning 
the beer tent and will keep the proceeds from that venue. 
 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to support Dandelion Days with a $1,000.00 “Dandelion 
Champion” sponsorship.  Sandy seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion: 
Natalie indicated that the event budget would be met with this sponsorship. 
 
Colin asked Natalie to keep the EBoard apprised if there is a need for additional funding or 
volunteers.  He also asked Natalie to forward any promotional material for distribution. 
 
Natalie pointed out that she needs the “Order of Dandelion Day” award. 
 
Pat added that he has been storing the sign, table, chairs, and cashbox. 
 
Genevieve asked where the EBoard tent will be located. 
 
Natalie responded that it is usually between the Gazebo and bridge but added that it could 
be anywhere. 
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Sandy suggested a sign-up sheet to regulate the number of people in the tent at any one 
time. 
 
The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
SUMMARY OF CLIMATE ACTION PLAN PROGRESS WITH BOT AND CLEER 
Colin reminded the board members how this topic progressed through a conversation with 
the BOT in late 2020 concerning the level of development in town to seven specific 
recommendations the BOT approved with additional budget appropriations to implement 
them.  This is a win for the EBoard as well as the community at-large in their goal to 
reduce emissions.  CLEER recently submitted their work plan to the BOT for review. 
 
Sandy elaborated that part of the discussion between CLEER and the BOT was how to 
streamline the process so the budget wasn’t consumed by correspondence.  Because 
interactions between CLEER and the EBoard was the second highest cost, the BOT asked 
that the EBoard discuss topics and then forward any requests to Heather so she can then 
communicate with CLEER.  She added that although it is CLEER’s work plan, there is 
plenty for the EBoard to do. 
 
Jim thought the request made sense. 
 
Pat pointed out that his perception was that most of the correspondence has been updates 
or informational.  He didn’t think that it was that overwhelming and wondered what CLEER 
is charging per hour and what the EBoard can expect for the additional $25,000.00. 
 
Sandy responded that it may be an accumulation of everyone contacting CLEER and 
clarified that the BOT wants to ensure that there are no requested changes or add-ons to 
the work plan by EBoard members. 
 
Colin added that although he had concerns with the CLEER proposal, he is willing to drop 
them in favor of the bigger picture.  He reiterated Sandy’s point that the BOT doesn’t want 
the EBoard to expand the work plan, but if something does need to be changed it should 
be routed through Heather.  He added that if the EBoard wants to expand any topics, it 
would be incumbent upon the group to find other funding sources. 
 
Summer asked if there was agreement on how to measure progress or productivity. 
 
Sandy indicated that there was not a specific timeline, but there are deliverables. 
 
Colin added that the work plan specifies the deliverables and the EBoard’s role in that 
process.  He suggested that the conversation about specifics will be ongoing. 
 
RVR AND EBOARD 
Frosty related that he presented the Climate Action Plan to the River Valley Ranch 
Executive Board and that it was his perception that the Executive Board has no interest in 
the CAP or the VCAP.  He noted that at least 50 additional homes will be built in the near 
future and while the Green Code requires solarization, it isn’t more than a 50% offset.  He 
added that he communicated with TOC staff to see if they could influence the RVR Board, 
but it is not a priority at this time.  He was, however, optimistic that he could organize 
interested residents of Old Town RVE into a sustainability committee to work with the 
Executive Board. 
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Colin was surprised that there wasn’t more interest in Solarize Garfield County. 
 
Frosty agreed and noted that it seemed to be a good fit—of the 300 homeowners in 
Garfield County that have signed up, 100 were from Carbondale. 
 
Sandy pointed out that several Town staff and members of the EBoard reside in RVR.  She 
wondered if the RVR Executive Board would be amenable to an EBoard liaison. 
 
Pat noted that the RVR design guidelines for solar state up front that they aren’t trying to 
stop people from putting solar panels on their roofs, but the specifics of the design 
guidelines aren’t fully compatible with solar installations. 
 
Frosty pointed out that the CLEER work program should have included RVR as one of its 
targets.  He added that Garfield County will receive $10,000,000 from the recently passed 
Covid relief bill and thought a good use of that money might be to solarize low-income 
homes. 
 
Mark reminded the group that some infrastructure would be required to achieve that goal.  
He noted that there might be a grant for the VCAP--which is focused on water supply and 
fire mitigation.  To complete solarization of low-income homes would require a lot of work 
and he wondered where the manpower would come from. 
 
Colin asked if Mark could make any recommendations or provide guidance on how to 
proceed. 
 
Mark wasn’t sure if there was Town staff available to serve as a liaison or how it could be 
done. 
 
Pat agreed with Mark—the VCAPs require some investment.  He thought one item that 
could be invested in would be a large renewable energy storage unit.  He noted that any 
emission savings that Carbondale has achieved has been because energy coming into the 
town is “greener” than before. 
 
EBOARD PRIORITIES 
Pat asked that with the big effort to incorporate CAP goals into a workplan facilitated by 
CLEER has been approved by the BOT and Dandelion Days is being produced by Natalie, 
what should the EBoard undertake now? 
 
Jim suggested working to ensure the electrical grid will be able to handle increased 
demands.  He also wondered what might happen to the old City Market building. 
 
Frosty noted that City Market still has an active lease for the building, so there isn’t any 
hurry to redevelop it.  He did urge everyone to keep their radar up, however.  Frosty 
suggested keeping pressure on Town staff and the BOT through the upcoming 
Comprehensive Plan review. 
 
Colin agreed with Frosty.  He pointed out that Dandelion Days will occupy the EBoard’s 
time for the next few months.  Colin is excited about the tree plaques and hopes to 
continue to focus on that type of environmental stewardship.  He is also interested in re-
focusing on the plastics issue as well. 
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Sandy added that she has had an e-mail exchange with Lori and the plastics initiative is 
still on hold at least until the summer.  She is continuing to work on the relationship with 
City Market. 
 
Colin volunteered to touch base with Jay to get his perspective on the plastics initiative. 
 
Frosty urged everyone to keep focus on their goals despite the pandemic or other big 
event. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The March 29, 2021, regular meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for April 26, 2021 at 5:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


